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The Bedouin people mainly (principalement) live in Arabia and North Africa. 
Their Arabic name is Bedu ("people of the desert“). They are nomads, 
which means they’re always on the move. They go from place to place 
in search of food and water for themselves and their animals.  
 
Surviving in the desert is no picnic. Forget cheeseburgers and ice 
cream. In the desert food takes second place. You can go for weeks 
without eating. But without water, you’d be dead in two days. To stay 
alive, you need to drink at least a bucket (seau) of water a day.  
 
With all their moving, the Bedouins need a home that’s easy to put up 
and take down and that fits (aller) on the back of a camel. And what 
could be better than a nice tent made from camel’s hair or sheep’s 
wool? 
 
When it comes to desert dress, the Bedouins know what to wear. 
Keeping cool is what counts. Their loose, flowing (fluide) clothes are ideal 
for letting air circulate and their long headdresses keep the sand and 
sun out.  
 

The Bedouins are famous for their hospitality . They’ll always 
give guests a meal and a place to stay. But watch your 
manners (manières). Turn down (refuser) a cup of coffee and you’ll 
offend (offenser) the whole family.  
 
Camels can walk miles without water or food. They are fit 
(adaptés) for the desert. But they are rather bad-tempered 
(lunatiques) and they tend (avoir tendance à) to spit. That’s probably 
why some desert people use Land Rovers instead.  

 

What can you find in the desert? 
 
sand icebergs tents Bedouins Vikings camels 
Jeeps penguins snakes sharks Eskimos glaciers 
frogs rocks cities oasis submarines roads 
hospitality birds ducks cathedrals sheep seals 
 
Translate: 
 

Est-ce qu’ils vivent en Afrique du Nord? – Do they live in North Africa? ............................................. 

Est-ce qu’ils sont toujours en déplacement? ............................................................................................. 

Est-ce qu’ils vont d’un endroit à un autre? ................................................................................................. 

Tu serais mort en deux jours. . ................................................................................................................... 

Ils savent ce qu’il faut porter (vêtements). ................................................................................................. 

Ils sont célèbres pour leur hospitalité.......................................................................................................... 

Attention à tes manières! ........................................................................................................................... 

Les chameaux marchent des miles sans nourriture. ................................................................................. 

 


