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Christopher Columbus was born in Italy in
1451. He was the first European since the
Vikings to sail across the Atlantic Ocean to
America. Columbus was sure that he could
sail west to find a new route to the spice i -
ports of the ,,Indies*“(Asia). King Ferdinand %

and Queen Isabella of Spain paid him to {43 — ’l“‘ 2
make his voyage. i "'

LA}

In 1492, Columbus set sail with three sailing
ships. After 36 days the crew sighted land, in
the Bahamas. The local people were amazed
to see the strangers. Columbus called the
local people Indians, for he believed he had reached the Indies. In fact, he had
discovered a new world — America.

amaze: étonner reach: atteindre stranger: inconnu

believe: croire sail: naviguer (a voile) sure: sOr, certain

crew: équipage, équipe set sail: hisser la voile voyage: voyage (en mer)
discover: découvrir sight: vue (journey: voyage sur les terres)
in fact: en fait spice: épice (trip: voyage court, excursion)

Answer the questions:

1.When was Columbus born? In 1451............. 7.When did he leave Spain?.........cccccccovvuvvnnnnnn.

2.What nationality was he? 8.How old was he when he left Spain? ..............

3.Was he a Viking? 9.How long did the crossing of the Ocean take? ........

4.Why did he want to sail west? 10. What was the first land they saw? ................

5.Who gave him the money? 11. How did Columbus name the local people? ..........

12. Was the new land named after Columbus? ........
6.How many ships were there under hiS COMMANT? .........ocuiiiiiiiiiie e

Translate:
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2. Il voulait trouver une nouvelle route POUN 185 INAES. ......eiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e st e e e s snbeeee e e
3.l avait trois PetitsS DAtEAUX @ VOIIE. ........eiiiiiiiii et e et e e e st e st e e e e ssbe e e e s snbaeeeesnraeeeeans
4. Les gens étaient EtONNES de VOIr [€S INCOMNUS. ......c.ciiuiiiiiiiieeesiiiiiieee e e e e e s st e e e e e e s ssstnb e e e aeeeessnsssaeereeeeesannreneees
B, 111ES @PPEIA IES INAIENS. ...ttt ettt e skttt e e e sa b et e e e st e e e e ek be e e e e anbb e e e e sabeeeeesnbneeeeans

6. Il avait dECOUVEIT UN NOUVEAU MONUE. .....couuueeiieeei et e e e e ettt e e e e e et e aa e e e e e e s ee et e sseessessaban s eessesseessassansesseesessranns



