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Tony Flair was a customs officer. He worked in Backwood, a small border town in 
the Ballonian mountains. There wasn’t much work for Tony. It wasn’t an 
interesting job. The road was very quiet and there were no tourists 
around. Just a few lorries were crossing the border. And Tony knew the 
drivers well. One of the drivers was Sam Dipper, an old man with a 
rather new and expensive lorry. He used to arrive on Friday mornings. 
His lorry was always empty. Tony wondered about this. He became suspicious and 
one day he asked Dipper about his job. Dipper laughed, and then he said, „I’m a 
smuggler.“ This time Tony looked very carefully at the lorry, but he didn’t find 
anything. Tony even began to call the old man smuggler. „Hi, Mr 
Smuggler,“ he used to greet him. „Anything to declare?“ Sam Dipper 
would answer, „Don’t you know that smugglers never declare 
anything?“ And then they both smiled. 

Last year Tony retired. When he told Sam so, he answered, „Well, I 
think I’m going to retire as well. I made a good money by smuggling, 
all these years“.  

When Tony was spending a few days on Babalu Island, he met Sam 
Dipper again. Sam stayed in a luxury hotel. He was sitting by the pool and enjoying 
his champagne. When Tony saw him, he walked over to him. 

 

customs douane 
border frontière 
expensive cher 

search fouiller 
suspicious suspicieux 
declare déclarer 

retired à la retraite 
on duty en service 

 

Tony Hello, there, Old Smuggler!   
Sam Good afternoon, officer. Oh, have a drink with me. You’re not on duty any more, 
aren’t you? 
Tony No, I’m not. I often searched your lorry... 
Sam.... but you never found anything.  
Tony No, I didn’t. Can I ask you something? 
Sam Of course you can.  
Tony Were you really a smuggler? 
Sam Of course I was. 
Tony But ... the lorry was always empty. What were you smuggling? 
Sam Lorries! 
 

Translate: 
 
1. Tony connaissait bien le conducteur......................................................................................................... 

2. Auparavant il travaillait comme douanier. ................................................................................................ 

3. Son camion était vide d’habitude. ............................................................................................................ 

4. Il passait ses vacances sur une île. ......................................................................................................... 

5. Quand Tony le rencontra, il était en train de déguster un verre de champagne. ...................................... 

...................................................................................................................................................................... 


