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La langue anglaise a gardé de nombreuses traces de ses racines linguistiques (le celte, le latin, l’allemand, le 
scandinave, le français, etc.): d’anciennes façons d’écrire des mots, qui sont prononcés autrement de nos jours. Un 
H devant un T vient par ex. de l’ancien allemand CH; night: Nacht, right: recht, light: Licht. 
 
Examples of silent letters and words containing them: 
 
B (after „m“) 
lamb agneau 
bomb bombe 
thumb pouce 
comb peigne 
 
B (before „t“) 
debt dette 
 
E An „e“ on the end of a word is not usually pronounced. 
Many words have a silent „e“ on the end. The silent „e“ 
usually makes the previous (précédent) vowel long, if there 
is only one consonant between it and the previous vowel: 
hat chapeau 
hate détester, la haine 
 
G (always before „n“) 
gnat moucheron 
gnome gnome, nain 
 
GH (at the end of a word) 
weigh peser (par ex. 10 kg) 
though malgré 
 
GH (before t) 
bright clair 
daughter fille 
 
H (at the beginning of a word) racine française 
honest honnête 
hour heure 
heir  héritier 
 
H (after r) 
rhyme rhyme 
rhythm rhythme 
 
K (always before „n“) racine celtique  
knee genou 
knife couteau 
knight chevalier 
knock  frapper, cogner 
knot  noeud 

know    savoir, connaître 
 
L  
half (la) moitié 
calm calme 
talk parler 
 
N (after „m“) racine française 
autumn automne 
solemn solennel 
hymn hymne 
 
P ( before „s“ or „n“)  racine grecque 
pneumonia pneumonie 
pseudo faux 
psychology psychologie 
 
R (sometimes „r“ is not pronounced at the end of a word 
unless the next word begins with a vowel) 
far loin 
far enough assez loin 
 
S racine latine 
island île 
aisle aile (dans un avion)  
 
T (usually after „s“) 
whistle siffler 
castle château 
listen écouter 
 
W (before „r“) racine allemande 
wrong faux 
write écrire 
wrap emballer 
wreck épave, naufrage 
wrist poignet 
 
W (sometimes before „h“) 
who qui 
whole tout, entier 

 
Fill in the missing letter: 
 
s.....ience – g....itar – programm..... – girlfr.....end – cu.....board – w.....ite - .....ho – w.....at -

he.....vy – wa.....k – bre.....kfast - .....rite - .....rong – i.....land – We .....nesday  


	GH (at the end of a word)
	GH (before t)

